THE   CAROLINGIANS   AND   THE   VOLTE-FACE   OF   THE   PAPACY
securing the support of the Church by strengthening its position;
above all, by granting privileges of jurisdiction.1
In any case, Dagobert I was still a great king, who made war
upon the Germans, and enjoyed a position in Europe such as none
of his predecessors had enjoyed since the reign of Theodebert
Under the Merovingians the Prankish kingdom was a power
which filled an international role, and was guided by an unvarying
policy; which was, to install itself securely on the shores of the
Mediterranean. Ever since their settlement in Gaul the Mero-
vingians had endeavoured to reach Provence. Theodoric had
warded them off, whereupon they turned their attention to Spain,
and engaged in a conflict with the Visigoths.2
Justinian's war against the Ostrogoths was presently to give
them access to the sea. The Emperor having solicited their help
in 535> Vitiges, in order to prevent an alliance between the Emperor
and the Franks, ceded Provence to them, which Theodoric had
formerly prevented them from conquering from the Visigoths.3
Installed upon the coast, and seeking to obtain a foothold in Italy,
Theodebert allied himself for the moment with the Ostrogoths,
to whom he sent an army 10,000 strong.4 But before long, turning
at once against the Goths and the Byzantines, he conquered in 539
the greater part of Venetia and Liguria.5
At this time the monarchy was so vigorous that almost as soon
as the Italian campaign ended, Childebert and Clotair resumed
the war against the Visigoths (542), seized Pampeluna, and ravaged
the valley of the Ebro; but they were defeated before Saragossa
and were finally repulsed by Theudes.6
The check suffered in Spain once more threw the Prankish kings
against Italy. In 552 a Prankish army, reinforced by Alamans,
1	fustel de COULANGES, Les transformations de la royautf pendant Wpoque
carolingienne, p. 9, can see absolutely nothing in the Edict of 614 to indicate
a decline of die monarchy. For the contrary opinion, see lot in lot, phster
and ganshof, Histoire du Moyen Age, vol. I, pp. 321-322.
2	hichter, op. dt., pp. 49 and 53.
8 HARTMANN, Op. dt.t vol. I, p. 267.	*	* Ibid., pp. 282-283.^
* Ibid., p. 284. Cf. richhr, op. dt.y p. 57.	6 mchter, op. dt., p. 58.
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